
 
For Immediate Release: December 2, 2002 
Elk Grove CSD Fire Department News Release: 
CHILD DIES IN CAMPER FIRE 
Date/Time of Incident: December 2, 2002,08:10 a.m. 
Type of Emergency:  Outbuilding Fire 
Location(s):    Behind 9350 Sheldon Road 
Incident Number:   02130764 
 
Elk Grove, CA  – A child is dead and more than a dozen people are displaced as a result of a fire that 
ignited this morning in East Elk Grove. 
 
Elk Grove Community Services District (CSD) Fire Department crews were dispatched at 8:10 a.m. 
after multiple calls were received from passing motorists by the Sacramento Regional Fire/EMS 
Communications Center reporting an outbuilding fire.  Responding crews reported a large column of 
smoke visible from several miles away.  Personnel arrived on scene within five minutes and reported 
that a camper trailer, mobile trailer unit, and a barn building were well involved in fire.  A search was 
immediately launched for people believed to be inside the structures.  Use of a thermal imaging camera 
quickly revealed no one inside the mobile trailer unit or the former dairy building.  Crews launched an 
aggressive fire attack and knocked down the fire within approximately 20 minutes.  As the smoke 
cleared and the process to clean up the scene was begun, crews located the remains of a five-year-old 
boy inside the camper. 
 
Investigators with the Elk Grove CSD Fire Department Arson Investigation Unit and the Elk Grove 
Police Department were dispatched to the scene.  At this hour, fire investigators remain on site 
working to determine the cause and origin of the fire.  Structure and content damages have been 
estimated in excess of $25,000. 
 
Law enforcement investigators charged the child’s mother and an adult male this afternoon for 
criminal neglect and endangerment.  More information on law enforcement activity in this case has 
been and is being released for the Elk Grove Police Department by Sacramento County Sheriff’s 
Department Public Information Officer, Sergeant Lou Fatur (contact 916-874-5021 for details). 
 
Information gathered at the scene suggests that the victim and four other people lived inside the 
camper -- including two other children, ages 12 and 8.  Findings related to the living conditions in the 
camper prompted further inspection of the property’s other housing areas by the City of Elk Grove 
Office of Code Compliance.  Code compliance officers discovered substandard living conditions in the 
primary residence and at least two other add-on units.  Subsequently, all of the buildings on the 



property were condemned late this afternoon.  More than 20 people were estimated to be living on the 
property.  Those displaced were receiving relocation and basic assistance from the Sacramento Area 
Fire Chaplaincy, the Galt Community Concilio, and the American Red Cross. 
 
The identity of the deceased will be determined and released by the Sacramento County Coroner’s 
Office following an autopsy. 
 
Incident Commander:   Battalion Chief Richard Holmes 
Number of Engines:   4       Number of Trucks:    1 
Water Tenders:     2       Number of Firefighters:  20 
Number of Chief Officers: 3       Mutual Aid: Sac Metro & Wilton Fire 
Investigating Agencies:  Elk Grove CSD Fire Department & Elk Grove Police Department 
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Contact: Kristyn Staby 
Public Information Officer 
Elk Grove CSD Fire Department 
(916) 814-2161 (pager) 
(916) 719-2971 (cell) 
kristynstaby@egcsd.ca.gov 
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